Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church
4715 Hermantown Rd., Hermantown, MN 55811

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
~ NOVEMBER 30, 2025 ~10:00 am

GATHERING

WELCOME

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING

P: “The people who walk in darkness have seen a great light; those
who live in a land of deep shadow, on them a light has shined.”
(Isaiah 9:2)

Almighty God, grant that the love of your Son, Jesus Christ, may so
light our whole lives that we never need again walk in darkness.

CALL TO WORSHIP “Peace, Peace, Peace” Vs. 2 (Tune: Still, Still,
Still)

Hope, hope, hope — the light of Christ is hope. In

All our darkness Christ is shining. Leading upward, faith refining.
Hope, hope, hope — the light of Christ is hope.

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS Page 94
L: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your
people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the
power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

C: Amen.

L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.

L: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannof free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves, for the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive

us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

L: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for
us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. | therefore declare
to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

KYRIE

Forgive us, Lord, for times when hope was lost, and

moments when we never thought to trust, for times when we des-
pair and forget that you are where all joy and truth have

met. Forgive, forgive, forgive us all our

sins and help us hope and trust you without end.

HYMN oF PRAISE “Sing We the Song of Emmanuel”
Sing we the song of Emmanuel

This the Christ who was long foretold

Lo in the shadows of Bethlehem

Promise of dawn now our eyes behold.

God Most High in a manger laid



Lift your voices and now proclaim
Great and glorious, Love has come to us
Join now with the hosts of heaven

Come we to welcome Emmanuel

King who came with no crown or throne
Helpless He lay, the Invincible

Maker of Mary, now Mary’s son

O what wisdom to save us all
Shepherds, sages, before Him fall
Grace and majesty, what humility
Come on bended knee, adore Him

Go spread the news of Emmanuel

Joy and peace for the weary heart

Lift up your heads, for your King has come
Sing for the Light overwhelms the dark

Glory shining for all to see

Hope alive, let the gospel ring

God has made a way, He will have the praise
Tell the world His name is Jesus

Glory shining for all to see

Hope alive, let the gospel ring

God has made a way, He will have the praise
Tell the world His name is Jesus

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.

C: By your merciful protection save us from the threatening
dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your
salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Word

FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem. 2 In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house

shall be established as the highest of the mountains and shall be
raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3Many
peoples shall come and say, Come, let us go up to the mountain of
the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his
ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go
forth instruction and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. #He shall
judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither
shall they learn war any more. %0 house of Jacob, come, let us walk
in the light of the Lord! ” Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to
God.

Psalm 122 Please read responsively
| was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of

the Lord!”

2 Qur feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem.

3 Jerusalem—built as a city that is bound firmly together.

4 To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, as was decreed
for Israel, to give thanks to the name of the Lord.

5 For there the thrones for judgment were set up, the thrones of the
house of David.

® Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love
you.

" Peace be within your walls and security within your towers.”

8 For the sake of my relatives and friends | will say, “Peace be
within you.”



% For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, | will seek your
good.

SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14

"Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the
moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us
now than when we became believers; '? the night is far gone; the
day is near. Let us then throw off@ the works of darkness and put on
the armor of light; 13let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling
and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in
quarreling and jealousy. "Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. Word of God,
word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” vs. 2

Hymn #257
O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and nigh;
In strength and beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide
our way.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew 24:36-44

36 “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of
heaven, nor the Son,@ but only the Father. 3 For as the days of
Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 3 For as in the
days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, *° and they
knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too,
will be the coming of the Son of Man. #° Then two will be in the field;
one will be taken, and one will be left. 4! Two women will be grinding

meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left. 4> Keep awake,
therefore, for you do not know on what day® your Lord is

coming. ¥ But understand this: if the owner of the house had known
in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed
awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore
you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you
do not expect..” The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

SERMON SONG “Joy Has Dawned”

Verse 1

Joy has dawned upon the world, promised from creation; God's
salvation now unfurled, hope for ev'ry nation. Not with fanfares from
above, not with scenes of glory, but a humble gift of love: Jesus,
born of Mary.

Verse 2

Sounds of wonder fill the sky, with the songs of angels, as the
mighty Prince of Life shelters in a stable. Hands that set each star in
place, shaped the earth in darkness, cling now to a mother's breast,
vuln'rable and helpless.

Verse 3

Shepherds bow before the Lamb, gazing at the glory; gifts of men
from distant lands prophesy the story. Gold, a King is born today;
incense, God is with us; myrrh, his death will make a way; and by
his blood he'll win us.

Verse 4

Son of Adam, Son of heav'n, given as a ransom; reconciling God
and man— Christ, our mighty Champion! What a Savior, what a
Friend, what a glorious myst'ry: once a Babe in Bethlehem, now the
Lord of hist'ry.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2013%3A11-14&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-28264a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2024%3A36-44%20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23991a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2024%3A36-44%20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23997b

*

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was bur ied;
he descended to the dead.”

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
P: God, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

OFFERING COLLECTION
P: We will accept our offering at this time.

OFFERING PRAYER

C: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts; our selves, our
time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered,
in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD Page 220
L: Let us pray. Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word

you made all things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth
beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your Word of
life, O God,

C: we give you thanks and praise.

L: By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your
wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey,
a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with you. For your Word
of life, O God,

C: we give you thanks and praise.

L: Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call
us to witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed
by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your Word of life, O
God,

C: we give you thanks and praise.

L: Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us:
renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the
sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O God, draw near to
all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.

C: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.



Sending

ANNOUNCEMENTS
* BENEDICTION

* SENDING SONG “Prepare the Way of the Lord”
Prepare the way of the Lord, Tell everybody about him
Prepare the way of the Lord, Tell everybody He's coming
Shout for joy Jerusalem
Shout for joy, you nations of God
Jesus is coming to save the world
Prepare Him a place in your heart
Prepare the way of the Lord 3X
DisMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Christ is coming soon!

C: Thanks be to God.

* Please stand if you are able
Music and words reprinted under OnelLicense.net #A-726216 and
CCLI #1242177

WELCOME

We are delighted to welcome those of you visiting with us today.
Communion is open to all who believe. If you need gluten-free bread
or prefer grape juice, please let the servers know. As you receive
the bread for Communion, please hold your hands out. Notify the usher
if you want to be served in the pew.

Please fill out a communion card located in the pew rack so we can get
to know you better. If you have any other questions, please ask the
pastor or any other members.

2026 Offering Envelopes are now available in the narthex. Please
pick yours up today! Thank you!

Salem's Christmas Family

We will be adopting two local families for Christmas again this year.
There is a Christmas tree with gift tags in the narthex if you are
interested in donating. Please return unwrapped gifts to the box in the
narthex or the church office by December 10th. Contact Sara Borndal
218-213-7774 or Laura Lilyquist 218-391-1812 with any questions.
Thanks!

Online Advent Devotions

Advent is here and we are creating some mid-week devotion videos. Please be
on the lookout for these wonderful videos of members reflecting on their faith
and an advent theme. The themes of Advent are hope, peace, joy, and love.
Each week during the advent season a member has written and will speak
about what their designated theme is and how it relates to their faith. We will
post a video each week to Facebook along with a link to the videos on our
website. We hope these videos provide you with some reflection and
encouragement in your faith during this Advent Season.



This Week a Salem

TODAY, SUNDAY, NovEMBER 30, 2025

First Sunday of Advent
Youth EQUCAtION .....ceeeeeeee e
LT o] = 11 o ST
Coffee FElloOWShIP .....covivvieiiieeeeee e
CUD SCOULS ...
MONDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2025
DAy Care ...
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2025
DAy Care ....coouieiie e
Ruth Circle at Valentini’s..........cooiiiii e,
Thrive SUPPOrt GroUp ......ooeeeeieieeeeee e
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2025
DAy Care ....coouieiie e
QUILETS ..
Trillium Works! ColleCtive........c..ooeieeiiieieeeeee e,
The ChOSEN. ... e
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2025
DAy Care ..o e
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2025
DAy Care ..o
NEXT SUNDAY, December 7, 2025
Second Sunday of Advent
Youth EAUCAtIoON ....c.oeieeeee e
LT o] =7 o 11 o P
Coffee FEllOWShIP .....covivveeieeeeeece e
CUD SCOULS ...

4:00 pm

9:00 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

Salem Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Sundays at Salem
Youth Education — 9:00 am
Worship — 10:00 am
Coffee Fellowship 11:00 am

Rev. John Ansell
4715 Hermantown Rd., Hermantown, MN 55811
218-727-1357
Email — salemhermantown@gmail.com
Web — www.slecduluth.org
Facebook — Salem Lutheran Church

“Our Mission is to pass on the faith by involving all
members of our community in Christ’s ministry.”


mailto:salemhermantown@gmail.com
http://www.slecduluth.org/




