
 

 

Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
4715 Hermantown Rd., Hermantown, MN 55811 

 

TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 
~ FEBRUARY 15, 2026 ~ 10:00 am 

 

 Gathering 
 WELCOME  
 

*    CALL TO WORSHIP “Blessings” 
We pray for blessings, we pray for peace 
Comfort for family, protection while we sleep 
We pray for healing, for prosperity 
We pray for Your mighty hand 
To ease our suffering 
 

And all the while, You hear each spoken need 
Yet love us way too much to give us lesser things 
 

'Cause what if Your blessings come through raindrops? 
What if Your healing comes through tears? 
What if a thousand sleepless nights are what it takes to know 
You're near? 
And what if trials of this life are Your mercies in disguise? 
 

We pray for wisdom, Your voice to hear 
And we cry in anger when we cannot feel You near 
We doubt Your goodness, we doubt Your love 
As if every promise from Your word is not enough 
 

And all the while, You hear each desperate plea 
And long that we'd have faith to believe 
 

'Cause what if Your blessings come through raindrops? 
What if Your healing comes through tears? 
And what if a thousand sleepless nights are what it takes to know 
You're near? 

And what if trials of this life 
Are Your mercies in disguise? 
 

When friends betray us 
And when darkness seems to win, we know 
The pain reminds this heart 
That this is not, this is not our home 
It's not our home 
'Cause what if Your blessings come through raindrops? 
What if Your healing comes through tears? 
And what if a thousand sleepless nights are what it takes to know 
You're near? 
What if my greatest disappointments 
Or the aching of this life 
Is the revealing of a greater thirst 
This world can't satisfy? 
 

And what if trials of this life 
The rain, the storms, the hardest nights 
Are Your mercies in disguise? 

 

*  CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS                                                                Page 94                               
P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 C:  Amen. 
 

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your 
people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the 
power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 

  C: Amen. 
 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another.  



 

 

  P:  Most merciful God, 
C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves, for the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 
us, and for his sake God forgive us all our sings. As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C: Amen. 
 

*   GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

 

*  KYRIE                                                                                   Page 203 
     Vs. 1 Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer. 

   We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair. 
 

Vs. 2 Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin. 
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may 
begin. 

 

Vs. 3 Have mercy on us, Lord; make sin and shame depart. 
  Renew us with your saving pow’r, create in us new hearts! 

      

*    HYMN OF PRAISE                                                                                      Page 204 
Vs. 1  Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth.  
  Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:  

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and   
praise.  

  Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs  
  we raise.  
 

Vs. 2  Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love.  
  Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n  
  above;  
  on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right  
  hand.  
  Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we   
 stand.  
 

Vs. 3  Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call;  
  Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to 
 all:  
  Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor  
  bright.  
  For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high!  

 

* PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 P: O God, 

C:  in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the 
mysteries of the faith by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in 
the voice from the bright cloud declaring Jesus your beloved 
Son, you foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make us 
heirs with Christ of your glory, and bring us to enjoy its 
fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

THE WORD 
FIRST LESSON: Exodus 24:12-18 
12The LORD said to Moses, "Come up to me on the mountain, and 



 

 

wait there; and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and 
the commandment, which I have written for their instruction." 13So 
Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into 
the mountain of God. 14To the elders he had said, "Wait here for us, 
until we come to you again; for Aaron and Hur are with you; 
whoever has a dispute may go to them." 15Then Moses went up on 
the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16The glory of 
the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six 
days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud. 17Now 
the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a devouring fire 
on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. 
18Moses entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses 
was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights. Word of God, 
word of life. Thanks be to God. 
  

Psalm 2                                                                  Please read responsively 
1Why are the nations in an uproar? Why do the peoples mutter 
empty threats? 
2Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, and the princes 
plot together, against the LORD and against the LORD's 
anointed? 
3"Let us break their yoke," they say; "let us cast off their bonds from 
us." 
4God whose throne is in heaven is laughing; the LORD holds 
them in derision.  You are my son; this day have I begotten you. 
5Then in wrath God speaks to them, and in rage fills them with 
terror. 
6"As for me, I have anointed my king upon Zion, my holy 
mountain." 
7Let me announce the decree of the LORD, who said to me, "You 
are my son; this day have I begotten you. 
8Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for your inheritance 

and the ends of the earth for your possession.  
9You shall crush them with an iron rod and shatter them like a piece 
of pottery." 
10And now, you kings, be wise; be warned, you rulers of the 
earth. 
11Submit to the LORD with fear, and with trembling bow in worship; 
12lest the LORD be angry, and you perish in a sudden blaze of 
wrath. Happy are all who take refuge in God!  
 

SECOND LESSON: 2 Peter 1:16-21 
16We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to 
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had 
been eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For he received honor and glory 
from God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the 
Majestic Glory, saying, "This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I 
am well pleased." 18We ourselves heard this voice come from 
heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain. 19So we have 
the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be 
attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day 
dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20First of all you 
must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of 
one's own interpretation, 21because no prophecy ever came by 
human will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke 
from God. Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

*  GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                       Page 205            
Alleluia! Lord and Savior; open now your saving word. 
Let I burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 

 

* GOSPEL: Matthew 17:1-9 
 P:  The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
 C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 



 

 

*  GOSPEL: Matthew 17:1-9 
1Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led 
them up a high mountain, by themselves. 2And he was transfigured 
before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes 
became dazzling white. 3Suddenly there appeared to them Moses 
and Elijah, talking with him. 4Then Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, it is 
good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah." 5While he was still 
speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the 
cloud a voice said, "This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well 
pleased; listen to him!" 6When the disciples heard this, they fell to 
the ground and were overcome by fear. 7But Jesus came and 
touched them, saying, "Get up and do not be afraid." 8And when 
they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 9As 
they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, "Tell no 
one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from 
the dead." The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

  

  SERMON                                                                                               
  

SERMON SONG “Beautiful Savior”                                    Hymn #838 

Vs. 1 Beautiful Savior, King of creation, 
      Son of God and Son of Man! 
      Truly I’d love thee, truly I’d serve thee, 
      light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 
 

Vs. 2 Fair are the meadows, fair are the woodlands, 
         robed in flow'rs of blooming spring; 
         Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, 
         he makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 
 

Vs. 3 Fair is the sunshine, fair is the moonlight, 
       bright the sparkling stars on high; 
      Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer 

      than all the angels in the sky. 
 

Vs. 4 Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, 
         Son of God and Son of Man! 
         Glory and honor, praise, adoration, 
         now and forevermore be thine! 
 

* APOSTLES’ CREED                                                                                   Page 105 
  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead.* 

  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

* PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
P:  Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 

  

*    THE PEACE 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

*  OFFERING “Take My Life, That I May Be” Vs. 1, 4, 6       Hymn #685   
Vs. 1 Take my life, that I may be consecrated, Lord, to thee;  
  take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless  
 praise. 
 

Vs. 4 Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold; 
  take my intellect, and use ev’ry pow’r as thou shalt choose. 
 



 

 

Vs. 6 Take my Love; my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure store;  
  take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for thee. 

 

*     OFFERING PRAYER 
C: God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love  
endures forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit  
from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for  
the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

THE MEAL 
*   GREAT THANKSGIVING                                        
   P: The Lord be with you. 
   C:  And also with you. 
 

   P: Lift up your hearts. 
   C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

  P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

*   WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

*   LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 “Lamb of God”                                                              Page 208 
Vs. 1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of the all the world away; 

You suffered death our lives to save; have mercy now, we 
pray. 

 

Vs. 2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 

  You set us free from guilt and grave; have mercy now, we  
  pray. 
 

Vs. 3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
  Eternal peace with God you made; give us your peace, we  
  pray. 

   

      COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION SONGS 
   “Morning Has Broken”                                           Hymn #556 
  Vs. 1 Morning has broken, like the first morning; blackbird has   
    spoken, like the first bird. Praise for the singing! Praise for the  
    morning! Praise for them, springing fresh from the word!  
  

   Vs. 2 Sweet the rain's new fall, sunlit from heaven, like the first   
     dewfall, on the first grass. Praise for the sweetness of the wet  
     garden, sprung in completeness where God’s feet pass.  
 

  Vs. 3 Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning, born of the  
    one light, Eden saw play! Praise with elation, praise ev’ry  
    morning, God's recreation of the new day! 
 

  “Abide with Me”                                                             Hymn #629 
 Vs.  1 Abide with me, fast falls the eventide. 
    The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide. 
    When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 
    help of the helpless, oh, abide with me.  
 

 Vs. 2 Swift to its close ebbs out life's little day; 
   earth's joys grow dim, its glories pass away; 
   change and decay in all around I see; 
   O thou who changest not, abide with me.  
 

 Vs. 3 I need thy presence ev'ry passing hour; 
   what but thy grace can foil the tempter's pow'r? 
   Who like thyself my guide and stay can be? 
   Through cloud and sunshine, oh, abide with me. 



 

 

 Vs. 4 I fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless; 
   ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness. 
   Where is death's sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 
   I triumph still, if thou abide with me!  
  

 Vs. 5 Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes, 
   shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies; 
   heav'n's morning breaks, and earth's vain shadows flee; 
   in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 
    

 POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                                                                                                                                        
P:  God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation 
you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. 
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit that we may proclaim 
your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen 
life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.   
C:  Amen. 
 

Prayer for the Sending of Communion                                                                                                                                                                        
Compassionate God, as Jesus called disciples to follow him, bless 
those who go forth to share your word and sacrament with those 
who are sick/homebound/or imprisoned.  May these gifts be signs of 
our love and prayers that through the sharing of the body and blood 
of Christ, all may know your grace and healing revealed in Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
 

SENDING 
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*  BENEDICTION      
 

*  SENDING SONG “Rejoice, for Christ Is King!”                  Hymn #430 
Vs. 1 Rejoice, for Christ is king! Your Lord and king adore; 
     rejoice, give thanks, and sing, and triumph evermore: 

 Refrain: Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; re- 
            joice, again I say, rejoice! 
 

 Vs. 2 Our Savior, Jesus reigns, the God of truth and love; 
      when he had purged our stains, he took his seat above:   

       Refrain 
 

 Vs. 3 His kingdom cannot fail; he rules o'er earth and heav'n; 
      the keys of death and hell are to our Jesus giv'n: Refrain 

 

 Vs. 4 He sits at God's right hand till all his foes submit 
      and bow to his command and fall beneath his feet: Refrain 

 

*  DISMISSAL            
P:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 

  C: Thanks be to God. 
 

* Please stand if you are able 
Music and words reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-726216 and CCLI 

#1242177 
 

WELCOME 
We are delighted to welcome those of you visiting with us today. Communion 
is open to all who believe. If you need gluten-free bread or prefer grape 
juice, please let the servers know. As you receive the bread for 
Communion, please hold your hands out. Notify the usher if you want to be 
served in the pew.  
 

Please fill out a communion card located in the pew rack so we can get to 
know you better. If you have any other questions, please ask the pastor or 
any other members. 
 
 

Ash Wednesday, February 18, 2026 

6:30 pm Worship with Imposition of Ashes and Holy 

Communion 
 



 

 

This Week a Salem 

TODAY, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2026 
 

Worship  .............................................................................   10:00 am 
Coffee Fellowship ..............................................................   11:00 am 
Prison Ministry ...................................................................   12:00 am 
Cub Scouts ........................................................................     4:00 pm 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2026 
Day Care ...........................................................................    6:00 am 
Church Council………………………………………………..     6:00 pm 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2026 
Day Care……………………………………………………….     6:00 am 
Thrive! Support Group…………..……………………………     6:00 pm 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2026 
Ash Wednesday 

March Newsletter Articles Due! 
Day Care ...........................................................................    6:00 am 
Quilters ..............................................................................    9:30 am 
Trillium Works! Collective…………………………………….. 3-4:30 pm 
Ash Wednesday Worship …………………………………….    6:30 pm 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2026 
Day Care ...........................................................................     6:00 am 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2026 
Day Care ...........................................................................     6:00 am 

NEXT SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2026 
Youth Education ................................................................     9:00 am 
Worship  .............................................................................   10:00 am 
Coffee Fellowship ..............................................................   11:00 am 
Cub Scouts ........................................................................     4:00 pm 
 

Salem Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 

 
 

Sundays at Salem 
~ Youth Education ~ 9:00 am~ 

~ Worship  ~ 10:00 am ~ 

Coffee Fellowship  ~ 11:00 am ~ 
 

Rev. John Ansell 
4715 Hermantown Rd., Hermantown, MN 55811 

218-727-1357  
Email – salemhermantown@gmail.com  

 Web – www.slecduluth.org 

Facebook – Salem Lutheran Church 
 

“Our Mission is to pass on the faith by involving all  

members of our community in Christ’s ministry.” 

mailto:salemhermantown@gmail.com
http://www.slecduluth.org/

